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 As I began college, I thought about studying archeology, I figured it was a way to learn the latest dating 
techniques. (If you didn’t get that, pause a moment until you do.) Admission officers can tell you that after movies like 
Raiders of the Lost Ark students were quick to sign up to go on digs in search of ancient treasures. This past month I’ve 
spent time in the dark and dirty corners of the church attic and basement combing through boxes of old financial 
statements and musty ledgers. My quest hasn’t led me to any chests filled with gold and silver artifacts. The history 
uncovered has for the most part been in the form of attendance rolls and dollars and cents reports. 

 Any historian will tell you that the facts are important, in the same way each piece of a jigsaw puzzle is 
important. But those pieces only become meaningful and relevant when we understand how they connect to each 
other. When piece A interlocks with piece B and together they enjoin pieces C and D, a larger picture is revealed and 
therein a story is told. Using this image, as historians we are more anthropologists then archeologists. As we have been 
exploring our past two hundred years as a congregation, we’ve had to consider the birth and growth of First 
Presbyterian Church in 1822. And then we have had to understand how another congregation, the Calvin United 
Presbyterian Church was born just one block away just a decade or so later. Each family of faith had hundreds of active 
members. Both were rooted deeply in the Reformed theological tradition. Both were committed to a high view of 
scripture, and both were open to the movement of the Holy Spirit as they lived out their mission and ministry. Two 
congregations so alike, yet so different. A united faith expressed in such varied ways. And while each lived out their 
story, they became entwined with other congregations. 

 As First Church and Calvin Church merged in 1969, you would think the union would be seamless, just like the 
Brady Bunch—well, therein lies a sitcom. “I’m willing to merge with them as long as they come here, I’m not giving up 
my church building.” “If they think I’m going to change my way of thinking about foreign mission, they’re gonna have a 
long wait.” “We’ve sponsored so and so for decades, we can’t drop our support now.” “You know, our hymnal is really 
better than theirs.” But just as a blended family learns to navigate new challenges, so a newly blended congregation 
learns how to dance a new dance and sing a new song and become someone more. When the two Presbyterian 
congregations merged over a hundred people were so upset about it they stopped going to church all together. Dozens 
of people started attending churches of another denomination. But while some went out the back door, others 
accepted the invitation to come in the front door and the ministry of Jesus Christ took a new form in this community 
and God was praised. 

 I’ve always appreciated the photograph of First Church’s Centennial Celebration that hangs in the parlor. 
Hundreds gathered on the north lawn after worship, each bedecked in their Sunday finest, each a little nervous about 
having their picture taken, each anxious to dig into that fried chicken, potato salad and apple pie that awaited them. 
The sanctuary wall behind them was only forty years old. Many had donated their time and energy and finances to see 
the building constructed. In every sense of the word they are a part of our story. While their extended families are long 
gone and moved away, the echo of their witness still resounds. And we add our voice to the chorus. 

 So, as we look back with gratitude for those men and women who in faith lived out their convictions, we model 
their example and pass on their wisdom. But to all they have been we add who we have become. While over the past 
two hundred years this community has changed, while life challenges are quite different, while generations have been 
raised up and passed away, the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ remains and the faithful hand of God’s 
provident care steadfastly holds us. 

 Know that you are every bit as much a part of this story as those whose names appear on the yellowed pages 
of the ledgers. Your coming and going are a part of the dance of faith in this place. God’s hand on you becomes a part 
of God’s blessing on us….. 

       In Christ’s love, 
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June 5—Communion 
Liturgist: Mary Gorslene 
Flowers: Ed Bence 
Sp Music: Our Handbell Choir 
Audio/Visual: Olivia & Kristi  
  Eckenroad 
June 12 
Liturgist: Jean Heberling 
Flowers: Joe & Elaine Jellison 
Audio/Visual: Doug Clayton &  
 John Bruner 

June 19 
Liturgist: Mel Woodring 
Flowers: Jim & Chris Antis 
Audio/Visual: Olivia & Kristi  
 Eckenroad 

June 26 
Liturgist: Dennis Gould 
Flowers: Mary Gorslene  
Audio/Visual: Olivia & Kristi  
 Eckenroad 

Offering Counters 
Elaine Jellison and Becky Bence 

******** 

Sunday, June 5 
 John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
 Acts 2:1-21 
Sunday, June 12 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 John 16:12-15 
Sunday, June 19 
 Galatians 3:23-29 
 Luke 8:26-39 
Sunday, June 26 
 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 Luke 9:51-62 
Sunday, July 3 
 Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 
 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
Sunday, July 10 
 Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
 Luke 10:25-37 
Sunday, July 17 
 Colossians 1:15-28 
 Luke 10:38-42 
Sunday, July 24 
 Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) 
 Luke 11:1-13 
Sunday, July 31 
 Colossians 3:1-11 
 Luke 12:13-21 
Sunday, August 7 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Luke 12:32-40 

Scripture Texts for 
Worship 
The scripture texts for June 
and July are given for your 
study in preparation for 
Worship. 

August Newsletter 
Articles to be published in the 
August edition of the UPLIFT 
newsletter are due to the 
church office by Friday, July 15. 
Consider sharing church news 
through the monthly news-
letter. Please call the church 
office with any questions or 
concerns. 

Guest Musicians 

Beginning in June, we will host guest 
musicians and have Special Music dur-
ing worship while our choir is in re-
cess.  If you or someone you know 
would like to share a musical talent 
during worship, please see Cindy Bor-
bonus or contact the church office.  
Our choir will resume rehearsals in 
the Fall. 

We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion Sundays, June 5th and July 10th during the 10:00 a.m.  
worship service. Please take time to prepare to receive and share the sacrament.  

July 3 
Flowers: Karen Ruda 
Audio/Visual: Olivia & Kristi Eckenroad 
July 10—Communion 
Audio/Visual: Olivia & Kristi Eckenroad 

July 17 
Flowers: Bonni Dunlap 
Audio/Visual: Eli & Brylea Borbonus 

July 24 
Flowers: Patrick & Janeen Swope 
Audio/Visual: Abigail, Elizabeth & 
 John Bruner 

July 31 
Flowers: Ron & Kim McKinney 
Audio/Visual: Olivia & Kristi Eckenroad 

Offering Counters 
Tom and Janet Smith 

******** 

OUR SUMMER SCHEDULE  

Begins 

Sunday, June 5-Worship, 10:00 AM  

Sunday school classes and Choirs  will 
be in recess for the summer and will 

resume again in the Fall.  Our Summer 
church schedule runs from the first Sun-
day after Memorial Day in June until the 

Sunday after Labor Day in September.   

Summer Worship Assistants—10:00 AM 

Anniversary Committee 
The 200th anniversary committee con-
tinues to make plans for the celebra-
tion activities. At the last meeting, 
some start times were decided on. 
See the list for details. If you would 
like to get involved, consider attend-
ing the next meeting set for Tuesday, 
June 28th at 6:00 p.m. Call the church 
office for additional information. 
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 200th Anniversary Celebration 
Schedule of Activities 

Saturday, August 13—10:00AM-4:00PM 

Open House at our Church 

during the Knotweed Festival 

Sunday, August 14—11:00AM 

Church Picnic & Men with Mixers 

Saturday, September 17—5:00PM & 6:15PM 

200th Anniversary Dinner & Presentation 

Sunday, September 18—11:00AM 

Bicentennial Worship and Soup & Salad Lunch 

Wednesday, September 21 

200th Anniversary Concert & Reception  

Worship in PA Parks & Campgrounds 
Chaplains are a friendly presence in the parks and campgrounds, and a witness to the love of God. They  welcome you 
and care about you; feel free to ask for them from any of the park or campground employees. For more information or 
to see which parks or campgrounds are served by a chaplain, visit www.pachurches.org/ministry/campground-ministry. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 

Our church tradition has been to recognize the efforts and 
accomplishments of our children and young adults, espe-
cially at graduation time.  Graduate recognition will be 
Sunday, June 5th during the morning worship service at 
10:00 a.m.  We hope you will join us.  

This year our graduates include: 

 High School: Higher Education: 

 Andrew Baker Tyler Moran 

 Elizabeth Bruner Doctorate: 

 Shakira McKinney Matthew Cyphert 

If we missed anyone, please contact the church office.  

Church Camp 
The four presbyteries of NW PA (Lake Erie, Beaver-Butler, Shenango and Kiskiminetas) have owned and operated two 
church camps for decades. Camp Lambec is on the shore of Lake Erie. Westminster Highlands was outside Emlenton. 
Because of increasing expenses in maintaining our camps and a decrease in attendance, the Camp Board made the de-
cision to close Westminster Highlands. Camping opportunities are still available at: 

 Camp Lambec—www.camplambec.net 

Please contact the church office if you are interested in more information. 

Worship Assistants 
Volunteers to assist during the worship service are always needed. There are a variety of ways you can become in-
volved as an assistant. Call the office if interested.  
Greeter—welcome those coming in for worship and hand them a bulletin; answer questions like, “Can I sit anywhere?” 

Liturgist—assist the minister, from the pulpit, by leading the Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession and reading the first 
scripture 

Audio-Visual Tech—after training, take your turn in rotation to run the sound and slides from the balcony during wor-
ship, and live-stream the service for those at home. 
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Rev. Thomas Davis was the very first pastor of the Presbyterian Church of 
Blairsville. We have little information in our archives concerning Rev. Davis. 
However, this article was written about his son, the Rev. James Davis.  

Copied from “Blairsville Souvenir and 
Industrial Prospectus”, 1898 

Excerpt from Blairsville  
Presbyterian, February 1895 
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Copied from “Blairsville Souvenir and Industrial Prospectus”, 1898 
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Newsletter of Blairsville Presbyterian Church was published monthly and cost .50 per year. Below are 
excerpts from the October, 1896 edition. The complete issue consisted of six pages. 
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 How Well Do You Know Your Bible—Bible Trivia 
Answers in the next newsletter 

1. True or False: Jesus asked the children to stay back while he was teaching important things to grown-ups. 

2. What is the first commandment? 

3. What were Isaac’s sons’ names and who was born first? 

4. Who was to be named Zacharias, after the name of his father, until his mother intervened? 

5. True or False: John the Baptist wore clothes made of goat hair. 

BIBLE TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM MAY 

1. How many disciples did Jesus choose? Answer: 12 (Matt. 10:1-4, Mark 3:13-19, Luke 6:12-16) 

2. What is the shortest verse in the Bible? Answer: John 11:35 “Jesus wept.” 

3. Who was King David’s son that started a rebellion against him? Answer: Absalom (II Samuel 15) 

4. What happened to Bathsheba and David’s first child? Answer: It died (II Samuel 12:15-18) 

5. Who was Bathsheba and David’s child that became king? Answer: Solomon (I Kings 1:28-31) 

Food for Family Thought 
1. If you could release a helium balloon with a message card attached to the end of the string, what message would 

you write for the unknown recipient to read? 

**Try this for fun. Have each family member pull from a hat the name of a family member. Include extended family 
members, if possible. For a whole week, ask each person to pray for the family member whose name he or she 
picked. At the end of the week, reveal everyone’s “Secret Pal.” 

2. If your home had to be completely surrounded by one natural feature, which one would you want it to be? 
(Examples: desert, fields of wildflowers, forest, lake, mountains.) 

**Being a conscientious parent can feel lonely, but you don’t have to go it alone. Surround yourself with the company 
of other parents who share and support the values you want your family to live by. They will give you a boost and be 
valuable witnesses to your child. 


