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 It was their golden anniversary as Bert and Gert sat at the head table of the packed banquet hall. Family 
and friends had gathered from near and far to celebrate the glorious occasion. Bert stood to make a toast. “My 
dear wife, after fifty years I’ve found you tried and true.” Everyone smiled with approval. But Gert forgot her 
hearing aid so she said “Eh?” Again Bert raised his glass and said in a louder voice, “AFTER FIFTY YEARS I’VE 
FOUND YOU TRIED AND TRUE!” His wife harumphed and  shot back, “Well, let me tell you something—after fifty 
years I’m tired of you, too!” 

 Long-term relationships are a blessing filled with memories—most of which are reasons to celebrate, but 
some we would rather forget. But regardless of the emotions we express, we move forward, trusting that it is God 
who holds for us a glorious future. Our two hundred years of witness in Blairsville have been filled with highs and 
lows, the highs far outnumbering the challenges. Through it all, the tough times have made us all the stronger to 
“press on toward the goal to win the prize of the higher calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:14) There 
were the challenges of gathering believers in a newly formed community. And then there was a matter of 
constructing a place in which the faithful would worship. There were pastors and elders and deacons needed to 
serve, teachers needed to educate, musicians needed to lead in praise. God called us together for the purpose of 
declaring good news of hope in the face of despair, a word of assurance in the midst of the uncertainties of daily 
struggle. But most important, we were entrusted with the unwavering truth that there is nothing in all creation 
that can separate us from God’s loving care in Jesus Christ.  

 Ministers have come and gone. Buildings have been erected and razed. Fires and floods and disease have 
disrupted daily life. Political disagreements strained friendships. Denominational agenda has divided 
congregations. But through it all, the church has persevered, because while the church is in the world, it is not of 
this world. The church belongs to God alone, and its unity is defined by the love of Christ that we share. That unity 
is at the heart of what makes Blairsville who it is. With spiritual maturity we have grown beyond a mentality of 
competition to an understanding that regardless of our traditions, our purpose is the same. Those things that 
threaten to divide us are no where near as strong as the one who unites us. The witness of each congregation 
enhances the witness of all other congregations. 

 As we celebrate the first two hundred years of Presbyterianism in Blairsville, we rejoice in the ways God’s 
kingdom has been glorified. But even more, we look forward in expectant hope to the ways the Holy Spirit will 
move through all Christians in this community making God’s love visible. We’ve come a long way in our thinking. 
There was the time when we saw matters of faith in terms of “mine and thine.” But as we move into the future of 
hope, we see faith as “ours.” Heeding Paul’s plea, we “rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who 
weep.” One congregation’s success is a reason for all people of faith to celebrate. And one Christian’s sadness 
calls all believers to lament. 

 The seeds of faith sown in this soil two centuries ago have taken root, grown and bear fruit to this day. We 
are who we are because of the foundation that has been laid for us. At the same time, those who gather for the 
three hundredth anniversary will be who they are, in part because of who we, in faith, have been. We truly are 
living stones, and a question we are challenged to ask, a mandate we are charged to live out is: How does my 
witness today enhance the ministry of Christ’s church in all the tomorrows to come? We thank God for all that has 
been yet we look forward to who we are becoming….. 

       In Christ’s love, 
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August 7 
Liturgist: Mary Gorslene 
Flowers: Sue Harvey & family 
Sp Music: Gene Artman 
Audio/Visual: Brylea & Eli Borbonus 
August 14 
Liturgist: Mel Woodring 
Flowers: Shirley Monroe 
Audio/Visual: Elizabeth & John Bruner 
August 21 
Liturgist: Barb Brown 
Flowers: Gene & Chery Artman 
Flowers: Lee & Bunny Ednie 
Audio/Visual: Olivia & Kristi Eckenroad 
August 28 
Liturgist: Lon Ferguson 
Speaker: Dianna Messenger 
Flowers: Ed & Becky Bence  
Audio/Visual: Karen & John Kerin 
Offering Counters 
Charlotte and Bob Cosharek 

******** 

Sunday, August 7 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Luke 12:32-40 
Sunday, August 14 
 Jeremiah 23:23-29 
 Luke 12:49-56 
Sunday, August 21 
 Isaiah 58:9b-14 
 Luke 13:10-17 
Sunday, August 28 
 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Sunday, September 4 
 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 Luke 14:25-33 

Scripture Texts for 
Worship 
The scripture texts for August 
are given for your study in 
preparation for Worship. 

September Newsletter 
Articles to be published in the Septem-
ber edition of the UPLIFT newsletter are 
due to the church office by Monday, Au-
gust 15. Consider sharing church news 
through the monthly newsletter. Please 
call the church office with any questions 
or concerns. 

Summer Worship Assistants 

SUMMER MUSIC 
SCHEDULE 

August 7 .............................. Gene Artman 

August 14 ............................ Adam Loucks 

August 21 ........................ Blairsville Brass 

August 28 ..................... Bob Klingensmith 

September 4 ........................ Kerin Family 

Our Regular Schedule  
begins Sunday, September 11th  
The worship hour will begin at 
11:00 a.m. and our Chancel Choir 
will be back with us. Our plans for 
Sunday School continue to be dis-
cussed. Please watch your weekly 
bulletins for updates. 

Food Bank  
The ICCAP Food Bank distribu-
tion is held the second Tues-
day of each month from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. When sign-
ing up for the first time, proof 
of residency in the Blairsville 
borough is needed. 

Chancel Choir Update 

Our Chancel Choir will begin Wednesday 
rehearsals on September 7th at 7:00 
p.m. in the sanctuary.  New voices are 
always welcome! If you are interested in 
singing in the choir, please see Cindy 
Borbonus.  

Bible Study to Begin 
Each Wednesday morning at 
10:00 a.m. beginning September 
7th, we will gather in Fellowship 
Hall, and by ZOOM for Bible 
Study. Our study will finish the 
gospel of John and then move on 
to the book of Revelation. Please 
call the church office with any 
questions or  concerns. 

Board of Deacons 

After a break for the summer 
months, our Board of Deacons will 
begin gathering for monthly 
meetings starting in September. 
The next meeting will be held 
Tuesday, September 6th at 6:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Guest Speaker 

On Sunday, August 28th, we 
will welcome Dianna Messen-
ger to worship. Dianna will 
share with us how God 
brought her through a time of 
serious illness. We hope her 
journey will encourage others 
who may be going through 
similar experiences. Pastor 
Monroe will not be in the pul-
pit this Sunday.  

Communion Update 
The Lord’s Supper was sched-

uled to be shared Sunday, Sep-
tember 11th. It has been moved 
one week to Sunday, September 
18th to be part of our special bi-
centennial worship. Our 200th 
Anniversary Worship Service will 
be a special day for our congrega-
tion and friends. All are invited to 
worship! 

Confirmation Class 
A confirmation class is being 
planned. Parents, if you are inter-
ested in your child taking part, 
please contact the church office 
or talk with Pastor Monroe. 
Watch your weekly bulletin for 
more information. 
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200TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

----------- 

OPEN HOUSE (During the Community Knotweed Festival) 

Saturday, August 13 ~ 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
The Open House will include: a history display, 
Power Point of historic photographs, genealogy, 
collection of vintage Blairsville postcards, sanc-
tuary tours, Grannies display, refreshments and 
more. 

CHURCH PICNIC  
& MEN WITH MIXERS AUCTION 
Sunday, August 14 ~ 11:00 AM 

Chicken, beverage and place settings will be 
provided. Those attending bring a dish to share. 
Men with Mixers Auction will be held following 
the meal. Men of the church will prepare their 
favorite dessert/baked good items to be auc-
tioned off. The proceeds will be sent to benefit 
Tackle Hunger (part of Souper Bowl of Caring). 
A sign-up sheet is available at the back of the 
sanctuary for those wishing to participate. 

200TH ANNIVERSARY CATERED DINNER  
& PRESENTATION 
Saturday, September 17 ~ 5:00 PM & 6:15 PM 

A catered dinner will be served for a nominal 
fee followed by a presentation on our first 200 
years in ministry. Dinner by reservation only. 

BICENTENNIAL WORSHIP & LUNCHEON 
Sunday, September 18 ~ 11:00 AM 

A special bicentennial worship service will be 
held including communion, bagpipes, special 
music and the Blairsville Brass Ensemble. Fol-
lowing the service, a soup, sandwich and salad 
luncheon will be served in Fellowship Hall. 

200TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT  
Wednesday, September 21 ~ 7:00 PM 

A variety of musicians who have shared their 
talents with us in worship have been invited to 
be with us again at our 200th Anniversary Con-
cert. It will be a wonderful evening of praise to 
our God for all he’s done through the years and 
for what he has yet to do! 

200th ANNIVERSARY CATERED DINNER 
Come and join us September 17th at 5:00 PM for the 200th 
Anniversary Catered Dinner. Reservations will be taken  

FOR OUR CONGREGATION: 
MONDAY, AUGUST 22ND TILL FRIDAY, AUGUST 26TH 

FRIENDS FROM OUTSIDE THE CHURCH: 
MONDAY, AUGUST 29TH UNTIL FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND 

Please call Charlotte at 724-459-7991  
BETWEEN 9:00 AM AND 8:00 PM.  

Make your reservation together with those whom you would 
like to sit. Each table will have eight place settings. There will 
be a cost of $5.00 per person which will confirm your reser-
vation. Checks can be made payable to the church and 
mailed or dropped in the offering plate by Sunday, Septem-
ber 11th. The 200th Anniversary History Presentation will fol-
low at approximately 6:15 PM in the sanctuary. All are wel-
come, no reservations are necessary for the presentation. 
We hope you will make plans to come and celebrate with 
your church family!  

Anniversary Keepsake Ornaments 
The anniversary committee has ordered custom keepsake 
ornaments of the church from Wendall August Forge. These 
will be available to purchase when they arrive. More details 
and cost information will be available at a later date. Watch 
your weekly bulletin. 

“Like Living Stones” 
I Peter 2:5 calls us to be “like living stones, built into a spir-
itual house….” That image of the church has been a watch-
word as we have moved closer to our 200th anniversary, and 
beyond. Many of you have been carrying stones in your 
pocket or purse as a reminder of Christ’s presence with you 
and purpose for you. At the same time, our celebration calls 
us to consider who we are together. 
We are asking each of you to bring a stone from your home 
to church on Sunday, September 18th. The stone should be 
about three inches in diameter. Once we have collected the 
stones, they will be arranged artistically. Jim Antis will use his 
creative gifts in making an “objet d’art” (French for art ob-
ject) to be placed in the prayer garden. This is symbolic of 
our spiritual identity as a community of living stones. We 
don’t know yet what it will look like—a mosaic or something 
three dimensional? Jim is quite artistic, so we’ll see where 
the Spirit leads him. Texture, shape and color don’t matter, 
but we do ask that the size be about three inches or less 
across. You can bring one from each person in your house-
hold or one to represent the whole family. 
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Pastor’s letter and pastor from the 1907 
Year Book of First Presbyterian Church 

A.T. Bell 

Mrs. A. T. Bell presented the service flag 
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Dedication of the Service Flag bulletin 
World War I 

Date not printed, circa 1918 
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How Well Do You Know Your Bible 

Bible Trivia 
Answers in the next newsletter 

1. How many days did God take to create the world? 

2. Who baptized Jesus? 

3. How many people were saved on the Ark? 

4. Who was the woman judge who led Israel to victory? 

5. How many requests are in the Lord’s Prayer? 

BIBLE TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM MAY 

1. True or False: Jesus asked the children to stay back while he was teaching important things to grown-ups. Answer: 

False, He said, ‘Let the little children come to me…” (Matt. 19:13-15) 

2. What is the first commandment? Answer: “You shall have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:3 

3. What were Isaac’s sons’ names and who was born first? Answer: Jacob and Esau. Esau was born first and Jacob 

grabbed his heel, they were twins. Genesis 25:24-28 

4. Who was to be named Zacharias, after the name of his father, until his mother intervened? Answer: John (the Bap-

tist) Luke 1:59-66 

5. True or False: John the Baptist wore clothes made of goat hair.  

 Answer: False, they were made of camel hair (Matthew 3:4) 

Food for Family Thought 
1. If you could stand before the U.S. Congress and try to persuade them to pass a brand-new law, what new law 

would you want them to consider? What reasons would you give to support the need for this new law? 

**The Kingdom of God happens not only in the future, but also in the present. Those who follow Jesus are called to 
do what we can, as we can; to establish justice; to reduce oppression; and to promote the common good. Talk with 
your child about current events that illustrate how people are bringing about positive change. 

2. If you could travel back in time to live through any one year or event in American history, which year or event 
would you want to experience? 

**Quickly make a spiritual timeline that lists the moments and events in your life that had the most impact on your 
spiritual beliefs. Review the highs and the lows, and list the top three most influential events. Reflect on what God 
was trying to tell you in these moments. 

3. If you could safely witness any special effect being filmed for a movie, which one would you want to see above all 
others? 

**Sometimes we expect God to appear in our lives like a special effect in a blockbuster movie. But it’s more likely 
that we’ll recognize God in the ripple rather than in the wave, or hear God in the silent aftermath rather than the 
raging storm—if only we take time to look and to listen. 


