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“a community of believers, called by God, led by the Holy Spirit 

to know Christ and to make Christ known” 

Rev. Timothy R. Monroe 
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THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BLAIRSVILLE 

December 24, 2017 ~ 11:00 AM 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 

  Words of Greeting  Rick Shoemaker, Liturgist  

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

  Sharing of Opportunities, Joys and Concerns 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD OF GOD 

  Prelude  Marilyn Neal, Organist 

     Lighting of the Candles John Clark Bruner, Acolyte  

  Introit   #198 vs. 2 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

 Now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this; 

 He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forever more. 

 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

  Call to Worship (Luke 1) 

Leader: And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

People: For he has looked with favor  

  on the lowliness of his servant. 

 Surely, from now on all generations 

  will call me blessed; 

Leader: For the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

People: His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

Leader: He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

People: He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

Leader: He has filled the hungry with good things. 

People: He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 according to the promise he made. 

*Hymn  # 153 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

 

 



*Prayer of Confession  

God our Maker, we confess that we are not ready to meet you. You 

offer us a place in your house, yet we find no room for you in our 

lives. You invite us into your eternal realm, yet we fail to welcome 

others. Forgive us, God of grace. Let your word of life be with us so 

that we may truly believe that nothing is impossible with you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 

*Gloria Patri 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  Lighting of the Advent Candle  The Bruner Family 

A Candle is burning, a candle of love, 

A candle to point us to heaven above, 

A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth, 

For Jesus is bringing God’s love to our earth. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

*Time with the Younger Saints 

DECLARATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 

  New Testament Lesson I Thessalonians 5:16-24 (pg. 205 of NT)  

  Anthem “Immanuel” 

  Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (pg. 691 of OT) 

  Sermon Rev. Timothy Monroe  

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 

*Affirmation of Faith    (Scots Confession) 

When the fullness of time came God sent his Son, his eternal 

wisdom, the substance of his own glory, into his world, who took 

the nature of humanity from the substance of a woman, a virgin, 

by means of the Holy Ghost. And so was born the “just seed of 

David,” the “Angel of the great counsel of God,” the very 

Messiah promised, whom we confess and acknowledge to be 

Emmanuel, true God and true man, two perfect natures united 

and joined in one person.  

*Hymn # 180 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

 

  Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer (debt…and debtors…) 

  Choral Amen 

  Ministry of Giving in Response to the Word 

     Offertory “Away in a Manger…”  

   arr. Linda R. Lamb 
   Trio: Bill Westley, Amy Yackuboskey, Vicky Westley 

 *Doxology  

 *Prayer of Dedication  

*Hymn # 185 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”  

*Benediction 

*Choral Response 

*Postlude   

  (*All who are able, please stand) 

*************** 

PLEASE JOIN us in the ritual of friendship by signing the attendance 

pads that are at one end of each of the pews.  If you are here for the 

first time, we would appreciate it if you would give us your local 

telephone number.  Please help yourself to a church brochure, a 

Welcome Packet or a copy of our newsletter, Uplift.  These are 

available at the back of the church.  We thank you for joining your 

voice to ours in sacred worship. 
 

THE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS for this morning’s service are 

Liturgist, Rick Shoemaker; Acolyte, John Clark Bruner; Ushers, John 

& Mary Hileman and Jim & Heidi Weimer; Projector, Blake Tonkin; 

Audio, Elizabeth Bruner; Organist, Marilyn Neal; and Director of 

Music, Cindy Borbonus. 
 

THE BEAUTIFUL POINSETTIAS in the sanctuary this morning are 

given in memory and honor of loved ones by many in the 

congregation.  A special thank you to Naomi Sigafoes and the deacons 

for their work in arranging to have the flowers for the Christmas 

celebration! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP services are scheduled for this 

evening. Early worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will include 

candlelight and the sacrament of communion.  A traditional 

candlelight and communion service will be held at 11:00 p.m.  All are 

welcome to worship with us. 



OUR CHOIRS will take a rest from rehearsals this week and resume 

Wednesday, January 3
rd

. 
 

THE 2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available to pick up at the 

back of the sanctuary.  They have been placed in alphabetical order for 

your convenience.  If we missed you or you would like to have 

envelopes, please contact the church office, 724-459-7991. 
  

THE 2018 FLOWER CHART is hanging in the hallway outside the 

church office.  If you would like to order flowers for Sunday worship, 

please use the chart to sign-up for your choice of date.  Flowers are 

$20/Sunday and checks can be made payable to the Board of Deacons. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO usher in the New Year, a sign-up sheet is 

located at the back of the sanctuary.  

 

THE PRAYER CHAIN is coordinated by the Adult Sunday School 

Class.  If you have a prayer request or know of someone’s need for 

prayer, please contact Nancy Campbell or the church office.  Requests 

are kept in confidence. 

 

LITURGISTS are an important part of our worship service. If you are 

interested in assisting in worship as a liturgist or would like more 

information, please see Elaine Jellison. 

 

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE on behalf of the congregation would 

like to thank those who shared their talents to present our Christmas 

Cantata this year.  We appreciate your willingness to share the gifts 

God has given you at Christmas and throughout the year! 

 

THE COUPONS FOR VETERANS PROGRAM is going great! We 

are over the $100,000 mark sending them to the Veterans Overseas 

and we want to thank everyone for their participation.  Because of time 

constraints, we are now accepting only cut coupons.  Please have them 

cut apart before dropping them off in the box. Thank you! 

 
OFFICE HOURS this week will be abbreviated.  Please call before 

you stop by.  Please have any announcements for the December 31
st
 

bulletin into the office by Wednesday, December 27
th

. 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULE BEGINS: 

Sunday 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

  11:00 a.m. Worship 

   4
th

 Sunday of Advent 

  7:00 p.m. Candlelight & Communion Worship 

  11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Communion Worship 

   Christmas Eve    

Monday  Merry Christmas! 

  Office Closed 

Tuesday  Office Closed 

Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall reserved 

Thursday 3:00 p.m. Stitching Group 

Friday 6:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall reserved 

Sunday 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

  11:00 a.m. Worship with Rev. Ron Libengood 

  7:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall reserved 

 
 
 
 
 

 


